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At a glance

I am an anthropological linguist with an interest in multilingualism, language
diversity, and language change. I specialize in the documentation and
analysis of endangered languages and multilingual behaviors from a
multidisciplinary perspective. For my PhD, I focused on Kalasha language
and culture (North-West Pakistan) aiming to a better understanding of the
language-culture nexus among the last speakers of an Indo-European
language practicing a highly conservative form of polytheism.

Since 2010, I work on languages, communicative practices, and societies of the Cameroonian
Grassfields. I am among the pioneers in the sociolinguistic study of the forms of indigenous, small-
scale multilingualism documented in rural areas of Africa. My work is structured around the
collection of ethnographic evidence, mostly focused on language ideologies, and on the collection
and analysis of spontaneous multilingual speech data. Among my main goals is understanding the
ways in which speakers constitute social identities in interaction through multilingual behaviors. For
this reason, I recently expanded my research to also include the study of gesture and of sociolinguistic
cognition, in collaboration with leading experts in these fields both in Europe and the US. In parallel,
I have focused on the comparative study of processes of language convergence and divergence in
both the languages of the Hindu-Kush and the Cameroonian Grassfields.

Like many fieldworkers, I found myself developing an 'advocacy position' alongside my scholarly
work. My close collaboration with researchers and communities in Pakistan and Cameroon motivated
me to create an advocacy agenda focused on the role of linguistic research in advancing global health
equity and universal access to knowledge.



CURRENT SITUATION

Academic title: Doctor in Linguistics, University of Firenze (2009)

Date of birth: 14 November 1977

Nationality: Italian

Habilitated as Associate Professor (Italian Ministry of University, 2012-)
Civil status: Legally separated, father of a girl (17)

Email addresses: pierpaol@buffalo.edu, pierpaolodicarlo@gmail.com

Current academic position

Research Associate Professor (0.6FTE) at the Department of Linguistics, University at Buffalo, The
State University of New York. Position currently funded through a U.S. NSF-funded research project
(DLI) entitled “A comparative study of the impact of displacement on multilingualism and language
endangerment” (BCS#2109620, $424,540) of which I am de facto co-PI with Jeff Good. At present, I
work remotely mostly from Italy and Cameroon. Duties include:

Co-design and coordination of research activities of a team composed of ca. 15 collaborators
including postdocs and Master’s and PhD students in linguistics, sociolinguistics, and
anthropology at Cameroonian universities (Yaounde 1, Buea, Bamenda, Dschang, Maroua).
Collection of linguistic, sociolinguistic, and ethnographic data in the field in several regions of
Cameroon and in the UNHCR refugee camp of Minawao (Far-North Region).

Data analysis and preparation of scholarly publications and presentations focusing on the
sociolinguistics of multilingualism in rural areas and among forcibly displaced populations in
Cameroon, with a specific intention to give visibility to collaborative work made with other
project team members.

Development and maintenance of a trusted network of international scholars bridging research
institutions of the Global North (e.g. SUNY Buffalo, Endangered Languages Documentation
Programme) and the Global South (multiple universities in Cameroon and Senegal).

Teaching, training, and mentoring students participating in the project in domains such as
sociolinguistic approaches to the study of multilingualism, language ideologies, language
documentation, macro- and micro-sociolinguistic analyses, research ethics, and the use of
specific software (e.g. ELAN).

Supervision and co-supervision of Master’s and PhD theses in Sociolinguistics, Linguistics, and
Anthropology in the universities of Yaounde 1, Buea, and Dschang (Cameroon).

Addresses
Personal & professional

Via della Pieve, 11

50038 Scarperia e San Piero (FI) — Italy
Tel. +39 328 2320177

Professional in Buffalo (only limited periods throughout the year)
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ACADEMIC EDUCATION & DOMAINS OF SPECIALIZATION

Education

Dates: 1/1/2006 —23/4/2009

Institution: ~ Doctoral School in Linguistics, University of Firenze

Degree obtained: Doctorate in Linguistics

Thesis title:  “I Kalasha del Hindu-Kush. Ricerche linguistiche e antropologiche” [The Kalasha of
the Hindu-Kush. Linguistic and anthropological research]. Thesis defended on April
23, 2009.

Thesis director: Prof. Alberto Nocentini

Jury members: Prof. M.C. Lavinio (University of Cagliari)
Prof. P. Bellucci (University of Firenze)
Prof. A. Pelissaro (University of Turin)

Evaluation: ~ “Eccellente”. (It won the Firenze University Press award as best 2009 PhD thesis in
the Humanities, with publication as a monograph)

Dates: 15/9/1996 — 28/10/2002

Institution: ~ University of Firenze

Degree obtained: Laurea in Classics (equivalent to Bachelor + Master’s in the Italian old
university system)

Thesis title:  “L’indoeuropeo tra linguistica e archeologia: lo statusquaestionis attraverso i piu
recenti contributi pluridisciplinari” [The Indo-European problem between linguistics
and archaeology: the status quaestionis through the most recent pluridisciplinary
contributions].

Thesis director: Prof. Fabio Martini (Palacoethnology) and Prof. Alberto Nocentini (Historical
Linguistics)

Evaluation:  110/110 cum laude.

Supplementary academic education

Dates: 11-23 August 2024
Institution: ~ Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Sprachwissenschaft
Location: University of Gottingen (Germany)

Course/training title: Form-meaning mismatches in spoken and visual communication

Dates: 3-4 January 2019

Institution: ~ Linguistic Society of America

Location: 2019 LSA Meeting (New York City)

Course/training title: Workshop on Reproducible Research in Linguistics

Dates: 23-28 March 2011
Institution: ~ European University Institute and Fondazione Rinascimento Digitale
Location: European University Institute (Firenze, Italy)

Course/training title: THATCamp, workshops in the Digital Humanities
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Dates: 20-31 August 2007

Institution: ~ MPI for Psycholinguistics at Nijmegen / Volkswagen Foundation.

Location: University of Kiel (Germany)

Course/training title: Summer School on Documenting Endangered Iranian Languages

Dates: 20-28 March 2006

Institution: ~ Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology.

Location: Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology (Leipzig, Germany)
Course/training title: Leipzig Spring School on Linguistic Diversity (LSSLD06)

Dates: 2-6 September 2005
Institution: ~ Societa Italiana di Glottologia.
Location: San Daniele del Friuli (Italy)

Course/training title: Corso di aggiornamento in discipline linguistiche

Domains of specialization
e Social and cultural approaches to the study of multilingualism, especially in rural Africa
e Codeswitching, discourse, and identity as constituted in interaction
e Language documentation and description (practices and methods)
(multimedia documentation; corpus theorization, design, and creation; cross-disciplinary
annotations)
e Multi- and interdisciplinarity in the social sciences

Languages
e Native language: Italian
e Other language skills (self-assessed using the Europass guidelines):
o English (C2)
French (reading C2, listening C1, speaking B2)
Spanish (reading C1, listening B2, speaking B1)
Cameroon Pidgin English (everyday communication)
Kalasha (basic communication)
Portuguese (basic communication)

O O O O O

IT Skills

e MS Office Suite: very good

e Online collaborative tools (e.g. Google Drive, iCloud): very good

e ELAN: very good

e Toolbox / FLeX: very good

e PRAAT: good

e  MOOC software, esp. for slower connections (e.g. edX, Kolibri): very good
e Vector drawing (e.g. Inkscape, for drawing maps): very good

e  QGIS: good

R: basic (currently improving)
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PAST ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Dates:

Institution:

Position:
Funding:

Duties:

Dates:

Institution:

Position:
Funding:

Duties:

Dates:

Institution:

Position:
Funding:

Research title:

Goals:

Dates:

June 2015 — August 2021

Department of Linguistics, University at Buffalo, SUNY

Postdoctoral Associate

The position was funded through two successive U.S. NSF awards: “Language
Documentation, Fieldwork Training Models, and Computational Tools for
Understanding Linguistic Stability and Change” (2015-2018, BCS#1360763,
$406,186, PI J. Good and J. Chomicki) and “Socio-Spatial Approaches to the
Analysis of Multilingualism” (2018-2021, BCS#1761639, $444,821, P1J. Good, L.
Bian, and J. Chomicki)

* Coordination of all research activities of an international, diverse team of
researchers (Master’s and PhD students and faculty at several Cameroonian
universities)

* Collection of sociolinguistic, linguistic, and ethnographic data in the field in rural
contexts of Cameroon

* Teach courses on topics (e.g. linguistic anthropology, micro- and macro-
sociolinguistic analyses of multilingualism; language documentation; corpus
theorization and design) that allow project participants to match international
research standards.

* Preparation of scholarly publications and presentations, also in collaboration with
other project team members.

* Maintenance of a cross-cultural positive collaborative environment.

July 2014 — June 2015

Department of Humanities, University of Firenze

Assegnista di Ricerca (Research Fellow)

The position was co-funded by the Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (Firenze) and the
Research Foundation of the State University of New York (Buffalo)

Same as above

January 2012 — January 2013

Department of Linguistics, University at Buffalo, SUNY

ELDP Fellow — Postdoctoral Associate

Individual Postdoctoral Fellowship from the Endangered Languages Documentation
Project, School of Oriental and African Studies (London, UK) (£42,893).

Linguistic and ethnographic documentation aimed at identifying loci of cultural and
linguistic reproduction in two communities speaking endangered Bantoid languages
Long-term fieldwork for the creation of a documentary corpus allowing to identify
key linguistic practices used in two demographically small communities (<1,000
people) having significant impact on the reproduction of their languages.

October 2009 — December 2011
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Institution: ~ Department of Linguistics, University at Buffalo, SUNY

Position: Postdoctoral Associate

Funding: The position was funded through the US NSF award "Towards an areal grammar of
Lower Fungom languages" (BCS-0853981), PI Jeff Good.

Duties: * Carry out long-term linguistic and ethnographic fieldwork aiming to collect data

that would allow reconstructing both the peopling process of the Lower Fungom area
(North-West Region of Cameroon) and the history of the various languages spoken
in the area

* Preparation of scholarly publications and presentations

Dates: July 2003 — July 2005

Institution: ~ Department of Linguistics, Universita di Firenze

Position: Assegnista di Ricerca (Research Fellow)

Funding: The position was funded through the MIUR award “"Filoni linguistici e filoni
culturali nell'Ttalia antica" (Directors profs. Alberto Nocentini and Maria Pia
Marchese).

Research title: “Le stele di Novilara: possibilita di ricostruzione linguistica e culturale” [The stelae
of Novilara: towards linguistic and cultural reconstructions].

Duties: * Carry out multiple analyses on the inscriptions from Novilara (Pesaro, VIII-VII
century BC): autoptic/epigraphic, philological, comparative, archaeological
* Carry out palaeo-ethnographic analyses of the context where the stelae have been
found (from museums and publications)
* Prepare scholarly publications and presentations.

BROADER IMPACT ACTIVITIES

April 2020 — February 2021

Co-founder and Lead Coordinator of the virALLanguages project (https://virallanguages.org), a
volunteer-run initiative aimed at producing culturally-appropriate public health messages about

COVID-19 prevention in minority and marginalized languages, because choosing a language over
another is not just a matter of message comprehension but of what kind of reverberations the use of
that language will have in the mind of the addressees. The project had a core team of four people—
including me—collaborating with a widespread network of academics—including global health
specialists and linguists from the US, Europe, Africa, and Asia—and members of 49 communities
speaking minority and marginalized languages in Cameroon, Pakistan, and Indonesia. The project
produced about 100 resources in less than eight months.

January 2016 — present

I collaborate with lawyers and judges at the Court of Firenze for matters related with the
interpretation of reports of life histories given by asylum seekers from Nigeria. As part of my
duties, I prepare synopsis that can be used to contextualize a given life self-report within existing
literature (e.g. about issues of succession, witchcraft, etc.).
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GRANTS AND AWARDS

As de facto co-Principal Investigator
I significantly contributed to the development, management, and overall coordination of the

following projects, which I can thus be legitimately considered to be de facto co-PI of.

2021

2018

2014

U.S. NSF grant “A comparative study of the impact of displacement on multilingualism
and language endangerment” (BCS#2109620, $424,540).

U.S. NSF grant “Socio-Spatial Approaches to the Analysis of Multilingualism” (2018-
2021, BCS#1761639, $444,821, P1J. Good, L. Bian, and J. Chomicki).

U.S. NSF grant “Language Documentation, Fieldwork Training Models, and
Computational Tools for Understanding Linguistic Stability and Change” (2014-2019,
BCS#1360763, $406,186, PI J. Good and J. Chomicki).

As Principal Investigator

2012

2009

Individual Postdoctoral Fellowship grant offered by the Endangered Languages
Documentation Programme, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
(UK) with a project entitled "Linguistic and ethnographic documentation aimed at
identifying loci of cultural and linguistic reproduction in two communities speaking
endangered Bantoid languages". Allocated funds: £42,893.

Individual Postdoctoral Fellowship grant offered by the Endangered Languages
Documentation Programme, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
(UK) with a project entitled "Ethnographic and Linguistic Documentation of Kalasha
Verbal Art". Allocated funds: £81,280. The project was to be hosted at the Scuola Normale
Superiore di Pisa (Prof. Pier Marco Bertinetto, Linguistics). Declined for reasons of
personal safety.

Awards

2010

2005

Premio Tesi di Dottorato Firenze University Press 2009 (Firenze University Press 2009
Dissertation Award), Humanities Section. Publication and diffusion of my dissertation "I
Kalasha del Hindu Kush" (see publications) both in hard and electronic formats.

Ranked first in the public selection for four Ph.D. scholarships, Scuola di Dottorato in
Linguistica, Universita di Firenze.

THESIS SUPERVISION

PhD theses
2017 —2021: Angiachi D. Esene Agwara (BIGSAS - University of Bayreuth). “Language
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ideologies in contexts of small-scale multilingualism: Repertoires, language attitudes
and use in Lower Fungom (Cameroon)”. Co-supervised with prof. Gabriele Sommer
and Dr. Eric Anchimbe (Sociolinguistics).



2017 —2021: Marius Kum Kebei (University of Buea, Cameroon). “Household Multilingualism and
Intercommunity Relations: An Ethnographic Appraisal of Lower Fungom Area in
Menchum Division of the North-West Region of Cameroon”. Co-supervised with prof.
Ayu’nwi N. Neba and prof. Roberto M. Akoko (Anthropology).

2015 —2020: Margaret Neh Chenemo (University of Yaounde 1, Cameroon). “Multilingualism and
Language Ideologies: An ethnographically-informed sociolinguistic perspective in the
study of linguistic diversity in Lower Bafut, North-West Cameroon”. Co-supervised
with prof. Etienne Sadembouo (Sociolinguistics).

2015 —2019: Rachel A. Ojong Diba (University of Buea, Cameroon). “The sociolinguistic
dynamics of rural multilingualism: the case of Lower Fungom”. Co-supervised with
prof. Ayu’nwi N. Neba (Sociolinguistics).

2012 —2017: Angela Nsen Tem (University of Yaounde 1, Cameroon). “Assessing multilingual
competencies in rural Cameroon: Tests and evidence from Lower Fungom”. Co-
supervised with prof. Gabriel Mba (Sociolinguistics).

Master’s theses

2015: Budji Kefen Ivoline (Catholic University of Cameroon — Bamenda). “Spotlight on a
Threatened Language: The Fio Language of the Bamenda Grassfields of North western
Cameroon”. Co-supervised with prof. Paul N. Nkwi (Anthropology).

Pre-examiner of doctoral dissertations:
e Miriam Weidl, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, supervised
by Friederike Liipke (November 2018)
e Samantha Goodchild, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London,
supervised by Friederike Liipke (December 2018)
e Heather Todd, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, supervised
by Marten Lutz (January 2021)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

In Cameroon

2019 “Sociolinguistic language documentation” (8 hours). University of Yaounde 1.

2014 “Fundamentals of language in culture and cognition” (20 hours). Catholic University of
Cameroon — Bamenda

2014 “Research methods in the study of multilingualism” (12 hours). Catholic University of
Cameroon — Bamenda

2013 “Ethnography in language documentation” (12 hours). Endangered Languages
Documentation Programme Summer School, University of Buea.

University of Firenze
2006 ““Areal typology and areal linguistics” (6 hours).
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Online

2022 “Language ideologies” (blended, 2 hrs lecture + 6 hrs discussion). KPAAM-CAM.

2022 “How to document small-scale multilingualism” (6 hours). ELing 2022, Grupo de Estudos
Linguisticos do Estado de Sdo Paulo (GEL).

2021 “Documenting multilingualism”. Workshop (1.5 hours) at the International Conference on
Language Documentation and Conservation, University of Hawai’i (with R. Ojong Diba).

2020 “Research ethics in the Social Sciences”. KPAAM-CAM.

2019 “Doing research in mini-world communities”. KPAAM-CAM.

Other academic courses

2023 “Introduction to the documentation of small-scale multilingualism”. Workshop at the 1*
Colloque Internationale de Linguistique de Dakar (CILDak), Université Cheikh Anta Diop,
Dakar, Senegal (with N. Soh, to be delivered on March 15, 8 hours)

2018 “Multilingualism and language documentation”. CoLang 2018 workshop, University of
Florida, Gainesville (with J. Good).

Other courses

2016 “Migrants’ cultural backgrounds: Central and West Africa”. Associazione Progetto
Accoglienza (Borgo San Lorenzo, FI, Italy)

2018 “Basics of cross-cultural communication (with special attention to West African cultures)”.
Caritas, Coop. Pane e Rose.

2017 —2020: multiple short courses and workshops on West African cultures with lawyers and with
judges from the Court of Firenze, special section “International Protection” (asylum
seekers).

2016 “Introduction to Nigerian Pidgin English (with two native speakers)”. Ass.ne Officina Lieve
(Borgo San Lorenzo, FI, Italy).
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RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION

Presentations and lectures as invited speaker

05/2024 “Identity models, small-scale multilingualism, and the study of divergence and
convergence”. Paper presented at the symposium “Neighboring Communities:
Convergences and Divergences in Contact Settings”, Helsinki Center for Advanced
Studies, University of Helsinki (invited by Maria Konoshenko).

02/2024 “How many meanings can noun class markers have in the Cameroonian Grassfields?”
Paper presented at the informal workshop “Understanding and documenting language
ecologies” (ELDP, Berlin) (invited by Mandana Seyfeddinipur).

01/2024 “Noun class systems in the northern Grassfields: notes on contact”. Paper presented at the
informal workshop “Niger-Congo noun class systems” (Humboldt University Berlin)
(invited by Tom Giildemann).

10/2023 "Deliberate language change in the Grassfields? Two cases and some remarks". Lecture
delivered at the seminar of the CNRS lab "Langues, langage et cultures d'Afrique"
(LLACAN) (invited by Rozenn Guérois).

11/2021 “Towards the documentation of small-scale multilingualism”. Lecture delivered at the
Graduate Seminar in Linguistic Description, York University (Canada, online; invited by
Bruce Connell).

09/2021 “Exploring socio-spatial networks and individual-based variation in the study of small-
scale multilingualism”. Seminar of the Linguistic Convergence Laboratory, Higher School
of Economics, Moscow (online) (with Jeff Good; invited by Ezequiel Koile).

08/2021 “Introductory remarks”, Small-Scale Multilingualism Conference 2, University of Helsinki
(online; invited by Friederike Luepke)

03/2021 “Cultural expertise in Italy’s Specialized sections on International Protection and
Immigration”. EURO-EXPERT seminar (invited by Livia Holden; with the judge Luciana
Breggia).

11/2020 “From qualitative to quantitative in the sociolinguistics of multilingualism”. GramAdapt
Seminar, University of Helsinki (invited by Kaius Sinneméki).

05/2020 “Can linguists save lives?”’, SOAS open seminar (online) (with Mandana Seyfeddinipur;
invited by Stephanie Clary).

04/2019 “Ordine indessicale e target identitari:per una tipologia dei multilinguismi”. Circolo
Linguistico Fiorentino, Universita di Firenze (invited by Alessandro Parenti).

01/2019 “How to document small-scale multilingualism?”. Delivered in the workshop
“Multilingualism, Contact, and Documenting Endangered Languages”, 2019 Meeting of
the Linguistic Society of America, New York City (invited by Lenore Grenoble).

09/2018 “Mobilization: things to know before making plans”. Endangered languages
Documentation Programme, School of Oriental and African Studies, London (invited by
Mandana Seyfeddinipur)

06/2018 “Multilingualism in rural Africa. The state of the art in an emerging area of inquiry”.
BIGSAS, University of Bayreuth (invited by Gabriele Sommer).

06/2016 “Social structure, group-formation, and multilingualism. Preliminary notes from Bafut”.
Workshop on African Multilingualism, School of Oriental and African Studies (invited by
Friederike Luepke).
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01/2016 “From discourse markers to Heaven. A journey in Kalasha language and culture”.
Linguistics Department colloquia, Freie Universitaet Berlin (invited by Britta Schneider).

06/2015 “Multilingualism as a response to spiritual insecurity: insights into the traditional language
ideologies of the Cameroonian Grassfields (at least)”. M4 — African multilingualism.
Motivations, modalities, movement, meaning, British Academy, London (invited by
Friederike Luepke).

05/2013 "Multilingualism, solidarity, and witchcraft? From documenting phenomena to
documenting processes in language documentation". New data, methods, and approaches
to African language documentation, Endangered Languages Week, SOAS, London
(invited by Mandana Seyfeddinipur).

10/2011 "Multidisciplinary research and GIS techniques in language history studies: from a project
on the languages of Lower Fungom (NW Cameroon)", Workshop on Methodology in
Linguistic Prehistory, Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin (invited by Tom Gueldemann).

07/2011 "The loci of cultural reproduction and their importance for language maintenance. Between
ethnographic and (socio)linguistic field research in Pakistan and Cameroon", Linguistic
Society of America Summer Institute, Workshop on Sociolinguistics of Language
Endangerment, University of Colorado at Boulder (invited by David Bradley).

12/2010 “The last Kafirs of the Hindu Kush: Kalasha myth and ritual today and in historical
perspective”. Graduate Seminar in Comparative Mythology, The Department of Sanskrit
and Indian Studies, Harvard University (invited by Michael Witzel).

Select presentations in conferences (peer-reviewed)

07/2024 “Interspeaker variation and language obsolescence in contexts of small-scale
multilingualism in rural Cameroon”. Paper presented (with Jeff Good) at the 12
International Conference on Language Variation in Europe, panel “Language
obsolescence”. University of Vienna.

06/2023 “The emerging sign language of the Minawao UNHCR camp (Cameroon). Language
ecology and multimodal communication in an African refugee camp”, presented at the 9th
European Conference on African Studies, Cologne (with Dadak Ndokobai, Goron Amina,
Made Boukar, and Veved David)

03/2023 "Pas seulement des langues en danger mais des écologies an danger", presented at the 1st
Colloque International de Linguistique de Dakar.

09/2022 “Language contact or semiotic pools? A speaker-centered view of language differentiation
in the Cameroonian Grassfields” presented at the 4" Symposium on West African
Languages, , Universita “L’Orientale”, Napoli (with Jeff Good).

08/2022 “Social separation and language change in the Cameroonian Grassfields” presented at the
55 Conference of the Societas Linguistica Europaea. University of Bucharest (with Jeff
Good and Nelson T. Tschonghongei).

06/2022 “Using patterns of semantic convergence as evidence for sociolinguistic reconstruction”,
2022 Historical Sociolinguistic Network Meeting, University of Murcia (with Jeff Good).

04/2022 “Towards a spatial representation of societal and individual multilingualism: Reasons and
models for innovating the linguistic cartography of Bantoid languages”. Banto1d
Conference, University of Hamburg (online).
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08/2021 “Sociolinguistic Influence in Speech Heterogeneity”. Small-Scale Multilingualism
Conference 2, University of Helsinki (online; with N. Tschonghongei and J. Good).

08/2021 “Language use, individualistic gain, and social distancing in the market. Multilingual
behaviors during market transactions in Lower Fungom (Cameroon)”. Small-Scale
Multilingualism Conference 2, University of Helsinki (online; with A. Esene Agwara).

06/2021 “Negotiating identities in contexts of small-scale multilingualism: focus on relational
identity”. Sociolinguistic Symposium 23, University of Hong Kong (online).

06/2019“Language as a mirror of political imagination: hegemony, conflict, and deliberate language
change in the Cameroonian Grassfields”. European Conference of African Studies 8§,
University of Edinburgh (with .K. Budji and N. Tschonghongei).

04/2019 “Indexical order, identity targets, and the typology of multilingualism”. Typology of small-
scale multilingualism, Université¢ de Lyon (with J. Good).

06/2017 “English to rebuke, Pidgin to be understood, local languages to feel secure”. European
Conference of African Studies 7, University of Basel (with A. Esene Agwara and R. Ojong
Diba).

06/2015 “Towards and understanding of African traditional multilingualism: ethnography, language
ideologies, and the supernatural”. Globalising Sociolinguistics, University of Leiden.

09/2012 "Multilingualism, solidarity, and magic. New perspectives on traditional language
ideologies in the Cameroonian Grassfields". Presented at the XL VI International Congress
of the Societa' Italiana di Linguistica, Universita per Stranieri di Siena.

09/2012 "Trees, waves, and magnets. The role of language ideologies in the Benue-Congo
diversification". International Niger-Congo Congress "Towards Proto-Niger-Congo",
LLACAN - CNRS, Paris (with J. Good).

09/2009 "Take care of the poets! Verbal art performances as key factors in the preservation of
Kalasha language and culture",Sociolinguistics of Language Endangerment — 2009
Conference of the Comité Internationnel Permanent des Linguistes. School of Oriental and
African Studies, London (UK).

11/2008 "Two clues of a former Hindu-Kush linguistic area?".1*" International Conference on
Language Documentation and Tradition, University of Thessaloniki (Gr).

11/2008 "Kalasha language maintenance through tradition vitality: Intersections of language,
history and social structure in the Prun festival of the Birir Valley". I*' International
Conference on Language Documentation and Tradition, University of Thessaloniki (Gr).

08/2008 "tai wawali monta danye "They speak of your ancestors': Representations of lineage in the
Prun Festival of the Kalasha of the Birir Valley". 14" Himalayan Languages Symposium,
University of Gothenburg (Swe).

10/2007 "L'enigma nord-piceno: nuove prospettive pluridisciplinari" [The North Picene enigma:
new multidisciplinary perspectives]. XXXII Convegno Internazionale della Societa Italiana
di Glottologia, Universita di Verona.

Organization of workshops and conferences (selection)

12/2023 "Using Internet-in-a-Box devices in academic environments". Training for university
teachers at the University of Dschang, 11-12 December 2023.

Curriculum Vitae & Publications of Pierpaolo Di Carlo — August 2024 12



12/2023 "Using questionnaires and interview guides in the study of multilingualism", workshop at
the 1st Colloquium of the Observatoire sur le Plurilinguisme Africain (University of
Dschang, 13-15 December 2023).

12/2023 "Multilingualism and Health", workshop at the 1st Colloquium of the Observatoire sur le
Plurilinguisme Africain (University of Dschang, 13-15 December 2023).

09/2022 “Language contact and non-convergent change in West Africa”. 4" Symposium on West
African Languages, Universita “L’Orientale”, Napoli (with P. Akumbu, J. Good, and R.
Kiessling)

08/2022 “Social and spatial separation of linguistic communities and language change”. 55
Conference of the Societas Linguistica Europaea, Univerisyt of Bucharest (with E. Koile,
M. Daniel, J. Good, and S. Michaelis).

08/2022 “KPAAM-CAM training week”. Two weeks of intensive training for linguists,
sociolinguists, and anthropologists participating in the KPAAM-CAM project (remote)

01/2020 “KPAAM-CAM training week”. Two weeks of intensive training for linguists,
sociolinguists, and anthropologists participating in the KPAAM-CAM project (remote).

05/2019 “Documenting small-scale multilingualism — theory and practice”. Four weeks of training
with 30+ university students of the Universities of Yaounde 1, Buea, and Bamenda. Two
weeks in Yaounde, two weeks in the Commune de Bazou, West Region of Cameroon
(practicum).

08/2017 “1% Yaounde Summer School on African Multilingualism”. University of Yaounde 1,
Cameroon.

08/2017 “1%" International Conference on African Multilingualism”. University of Yaounde 1,
Cameroon.

11/2012 "Theoretical and practical perspectives on Language Documentation in Cameroon: the
place of sociolinguists and anthropologists”. Catholic University of Cameroon Bamenda.

ACADEMIC COLLABORATIONS AND SERVICES

Services as independent referee
e Austrian Science Fund (FWF)
e [Endangered Languages Documentation Programme (ELDP)
e German Research Foundation (DFG)
e Societas Linguistica Europaea (SLE)
e Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)
e UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
e International Conference on Language Documentation and Conservation (ICLDC,
UHawai’1)
e Small-Scale Multilingualism conference 1 & 2 (SSML, ULyon, UHelsinki)

Services as invited reviewer
e Afrika und Ubersee
e American Political Science Review

e Cambridge University Press
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e International Journal of the Sociology of Language
¢ International Journal of Bilingualism

e Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development
e Language Dynamics and Change

e Language Documentation & Conservation

e Language Documentation and Description

e Multilingua

e Nordic Journal of African Studies

e Open Linguistics

e Sociolinguistic studies

e Studies in African Linguistics

Academic affiliations
e Societas Linguistica Europaea
e Linguistic Society of America

Other academic collaborations
e EURO-EXPERT (ERC, CNRS, UParis 1)
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PUBLICATIONS

The publications listed below or pre-prints can be downloaded from:

https://www.acsu.buffalo.edu/~pierpaol/

Monographs

2010 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. I Kalasha del Hindu Kush. Ricerche linguistiche e antropologiche.
Premio Tesi di Dottorato n.12, Firenze: Firenze University Press. [338 pp., ill. + online
volume of Kalasha edited texts: URL http://digital.casalini.it/9788884537577]. ISBN 978-88-
8453-861-1

2007 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. L'enigma nord-piceno. Saggio sulla lingua delle stele di Novilara e sul
loro contesto culturale. Quaderni del Dipartimento di Linguistica di Firenze - Studi n. 7,

Padova: Unipress. [106 pp., ill.]

Edited volumes

2023. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Pius Akumbu (eds.) Language contact and non-convergent change:
cases from Africa. Volume 3, issue 2 (monographic issue) of Linguistic typology at the
crossroads.

2020 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. African Multilingualisms. Rural linguistic and cultural
diversity. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. (primary editor).

Book chapters

In prep. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Language practices in rural Africa”. In Fiona Mc Laughlin (ed.)
Oxford Handbook on Language in African Society. Oxford: OUP.

Under review. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. “Group formation: Language as a sociopolitical
tool”. In Stanley Dubinsky, Michael Gavin, and Harvey Starr (eds.) Handbook of Language
and Political Conflict, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Under review. Good, Jeff, Nelson Tschonghongei, Pierpaolo Di Carlo, and Clayton Hamre. Bantoid
lexical diversity from an individual-based perspective.

Under review. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. “Small-scale multilingualism and language
contact in rural Africa”. In J. Darquennes, J. Simons, and W. Wandenbussche (eds.)
Language Contact, vol. 2. (HandbiicherzurSprach- und Kommunikationswissenschaftseries).
Berlin/New York: Mouton De Gruyter.

Under review. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Honore Fon. "Multilingualism and health equity for
displaced populations". In Actes du Premier Colloque de I'Observatoire sur le
Plurilinguisme Africain, University of Dschang (Cameroon), 13-15 December 2023.

To appear. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Language maps and sociolinguistic data. Reasons and
opportunities for innovating the linguistic cartography of Bantoid languages”. In P. Akumbu

and R. Kiessling (eds.) Proceedings of the 1°' Bantoid Conference. Cologne: Riidiger Koppe.
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2024. Pan, Yujia, Jiazhen Sun, Ling Bian, Pierpaolo Di Carlo & Jeff Good. “What Is Your
Primary Language?”: Spatial Considerations of Primary Language Identification in a
Multilingual Rural Region, The Professional Geographer, DOI:
10.1080/00330124.2024.2370264

2023. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Lineages, Rituals, and Gods among the Kalasha of Birir: textual
Evidence”. In Alberto Cacopardo & Augusto Cacopardo (eds.) Roots of Peristan: The pre-
Islamic cultures of the Hindukush / Karakorum. Proceedings of the International
Interdisciplinary Conference, Rome 5-7 October 2022. Volume I, 295-316. Rome: ISMEO.

2022. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “The geographic sides of small-scale multilingualism. New challenges
in linguistic cartography”. In G. Niedt (ed.) New Directions in Linguistic Geography —
Exploring Articulations of Space, 49-85. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan.

2021 Akumbu, Pius W. and Pierpaolo Di Carlo. “Multilingualism: The language of health in
Cameroon”. In P.W. Akumbu and J.G. Nzweundji (eds.) Responding to disease outbreak in
Cameroon. Lessons from COVID-19, 10-21. Cologne: Riidiger Koppe.

2020 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. “Introduction: Understanding the Diversity of
Multilingualisms in Sub-Saharan Africa”. In P. Di Carlo and J. Good (eds.) African
Multilingualisms: rural linguistic and cultural diversity, xv-xxxvii. Lanham, MD: Lexington
Books.

2020 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Ayu'nwi N. Neba. “The So-Called Royal Register of Bafut within
the Bafut Language Ecology: Language Ideologies and Multilingualism in the Cameroonian
Grassfields”. In P. Di Carlo and J. Good (eds.) African Multilingualisms: rural linguistic
and cultural diversity, 29-53. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

2019 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Jeff Good, and Rachel A. Ojong Diba. “Multilingualism in rural
Africa”. Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Linguistics. DOI:
10.1093/acrefore/9780199384655.013.227

2019 Muve, P. J., Tschonghongei, N. C., Di Carlo, P., & Good, J. “Cultural distinctiveness and
linguistic esoterogeny: The case of the Fang language of Lower Fungom, Cameroon”. In P.
W. Akumbu, & E. P. Chie (eds.), Engagement with Africa: Linguistic essays in honor of
Ngessimo M. Mutaka, 163—178. Cologne: Riidiger Koppe.

2018 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Jeff Good, Ling Bian, Yujia Pan, Penghang Liu. “Socio-spatial
networks, multilingualism, and language use in a rural African context”. In Paolo Fogli-
aroni et al. (eds.) Proceedings of posters and workshops at the 13th International
Conference on Spatial Information Theory (COSIT2017). Lecture notes in Geoinformation
and Cartography:35-39. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-63946-8 9.

2015 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Multilingualism, solidarity, and magic. New perspectives on
traditional language ideologies in the Cameroonian Grassfields". In: Plurilinguismo -
Sintassi. Atti del XLVI Congresso Internazionale della Societa' Italiana di Linguistica: 287-
302. Roma: Bulzoni.
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2014 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. "What are we trying to preserve? Diversity, change, and
ideology at the edge of the Cameroonian Grassfields". In Peter Austin and Julia Sallabank
(eds.) Endangered Languages: Beliefs and Ideology: 231 - 264. Oxford and New York:
Oxford University Press.

2011 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Two clues of a former Hindu-Kush linguistic area?". In C. Everhard &
E. Mela-Athanasopoulou (eds.) Selected Papers from the st International Conference on
Language Documentation and Tradition with special interest in the Kalasha of the Hindu
Kush Valleys, Himalayas: 101-114. Thessaloniki: University Studio Press.

2011 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Kalasha language maintenance through tradition vitality". In C.
Everhard & E. Mela-Athanasopoulou (eds.) Selected Papers from the Ist International
Conference on Language Documentation and Tradition with special interest in the Kalasha
of the Hindu Kush Valleys, Himalayas: 235-246. Thessaloniki: University Studio Press.

2011 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "I Kalasha del Hindu Kush: ricerche linguistiche e antropologiche", in
N. Maraschio and D. De Martino (eds.) Se telefonando... ti scrivo: l'italiano dal parlato al
digitato. I giovani e la lingua. Atti dei convegni, 11 Maggio 2007 e 26 Novembre 2007:163-
174. Firenze: Accademia della Crusca.

2009 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "L'enigma nord-piceno: nuove prospettive pluridisciplinari". In P.
Cotticelli Kurras & G. Graffi (a cura di) Lingue, Ethnos e Popolazioni: Evidenze
Linguistiche, Biologiche e culturali. Atti del XXXII Convegno della Societa Italiana di
Glottologia: 175-80. Milano: Il Calamo.

2004 Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Linguistica e genetica: alcune riflessioni e un caso". In A. Parenti (a

cura di) Per Alberto Nocentini. Ricerche linguistiche: 63-74. Firenze: Alinea.

Articles in peer-reviewed journals

Forthcoming. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Ndokobai Dadak, Made Boukar, David Veved, and Amina
Goron. “Les voix et les mains de Minawao: Multilinguisme, multimodalité et répertoires
sémiotiques dans un camp de réfugiés a I’extréme nord du Cameroun”. Journal of
Postcolonial Linguistics.

Under review. Pan, Yijia, Ling Bian, Pierpaolo Di Carlo, and Jeff Good. “Does mobility drive
language use? A dual-spatialization perspective”. Transactions in GIS.

2023. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Introduction to the volume 'Language contact and non-convergent
change: cases from Africa". Linguistic Typology at the Crossroads 3, 2: 1-18.

2023. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. “Language contact or linguistic micro-engineering?
Feature pools, social semiosis, and intentional language change in the Cameroonian
Grassfields”. Linguistic Typology at the Crossroads 3, 2: 72-125.

2022. Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Reappraising survey tools in the study of multilingualism: Lessons

from contexts of small-scale multilingualism”. Journal of Language Contact 15:376—403.
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2022

2022

2021

2021

2021

2020

2018

2017

2017

2016

2016

2015

2012

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Bradley McDonnell, Lisa Vahapoglu, Jeff Good, Mandana
Seyfeddinipur, and Katarzyna Kordas. “Public health information for minority linguistic
communities”. Bulletin of the World Health Organization 100, 1:78-80.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Leonore Lukschy, Sydney Rey, and Vasiliki Vita. “Documentary
linguists and risk communication. Views from the virALLanguages project experience”.
Linguistics Vanguard, (Special issue on linguistics and COVID)
https://doi.org/10.1515/lingvan-2021-0021

de Saulieu, Geoffroy, Yannick Garcin, David Sebag, Pascal R. Nlend Nlend, David Zeitlyn,
Pierre Deschamps, Guillemette Ménot, Pierpaolo Di Carlo, and Richard Oslisly.
“Archaeological Evidence for Population Rise and Collapse between ~2500 and ~500 cal. yr
BP in Western Central Africa”. Afrique: Archéologie & Arts, 17 : 11-32.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Rachel A. Ojong Diba, and Jeff Good. “Towards a coherent
methodology for the documentation of small-scale multilingualism: Dealing with speech
data”. International Journal of Bilingualism 25,4:860-877.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Lia Giancristofaro. “Leggende di sequestro e di espianto degli
organi: Uno studio tra Italia e Camerun”. EtnoAntropologia 9,1: 215-236.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo, Angiachi D. Esene Agwara, and Rachel A. Ojong Diba.
“Multilingualism and the heteroglossia of ideologies in Lower Fungom (Cameroon): Use
and attitudes”. Sociolinguistic Studies 14,3: 321-345.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Toward an understanding of African traditional multilingualism:
Ethnography, language ideologies, and the supernatural”. International Journal of the
Sociology of Language 254: 139-163.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. “The vitality and diversity of multilingual repertoires:
Commentary on Mufwene”. Language, 93(4), €254—262.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Etnicita e multilinguismo: verso una comprensione dei processi
identitari nel Camerun precoloniale”. Nazioni e Regioni, 9: 89-101.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Multilingualism, affiliation, and spiritual insecurity. From phenomena
to processes in language documentation". Language Documentation and Conservation,
special volume 10: 71-104.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. “Retroflex vowels? Phonetics, phonology, and history of unusual
sounds in the languages of the Hindu Kush region”. «Archivio per I’ Antropologia e la
Etnologia» CXLVI:103-121.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Jeff Good. “Commentary on Koen Bostoen, Bernard Clist, Charles
Doumenge, Rebecca Grollemund, Jean-Marie Hombert, Joseph Koni Muluwa, and Jean
Maley ‘Middle to Late Holocene Paleoclimatic Change and the Early Bantu Expansion in
the Rain Forests of Western Central Africa’ ”. Current Anthropology 56, 3: 368.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo and Giovanna Pizziolo. “Spatial reasoning and GIS in linguistic
prehistory. Two case studies from Lower Fungom (Northwest Cameroon)”. Language
Dynamics and Change, 2: 150-183.
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2012

2011

2011

2010

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "L'enigma nord-piceno: nuove prospettive pluridisciplinari", AION
(ling), 31: 147-162.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Lower Fungom linguistic diversity and its historical development:
proposals from a multidisciplinary perspective". Africana Linguistica XVII: 39-86.

Jeff Good, Jesse Lovegren, Jean Patrick Mve, Carine Nganguep Tchiemouo, Rebecca Voll,
and Pierpaolo Di Carlo. "The languages of the Lower Fungom region of Cameroon.
Grammatical overview". Africana Linguistica XVI1:87-149.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Take care of the poets! Verbal art performances as key factors in the

preservation of Kalasha language and culture". Anthropological Linguistics 52,2: 141-159.

Articles in other journals

2009

2007

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Costruzione del s¢ e dono simbolico: due aspetti della poesia kalasha,
Pakistan settentrionale". Systema Naturae, 8: 117-125.

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "The Prun festival of the Birir Valley, Northern Pakistan, in 2006". East
and West 57, 1-4: 45-100.

Digital-only publications

2013-present: Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "Verbal art, ethnohistorical performances and welcome rituals

2007

2007

from Ngun and Ajumbu”. Documentary corpus of ELDP-funded documentation work in
Lower Fungom. URL http://elar.soas.ac.uk/deposit/0303 (currently editing ethnographic
data).

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "PID 343". In TITUS Thesaurus Indogermanischer Text- und
Sprachmaterialien. URL http://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/pid343.pdf

Di Carlo, Pierpaolo. "PID 344". In TITUS Thesaurus Indogermanischer Text- und
Sprachmaterialien. URL http://titus.uni-frankfurt.de/texte/pid344.pdf
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